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google search tips and tricks 

1. Use quotes to search for exact phrases

This will show only pages with the same words in the same order as what’s in the quotes. 
Quotations should only be used if an initial search didn’t demonstrate the required result. 

2. Using an asterisk with quotes

Searches for all variations of that phrase. It could be used to !nd out a song from the lyrics or 
different forms of an expression (e.g. “* is thicker than water”) 

3. Use the minus sign to eliminate results containing certain words

If you’re trying to search for a term that’s generating a lot of results that 
aren’t of interest to you. Figure out what terms you’re not interested in (e.g. 
jaguar -car) and re-run the search. 

4. Search news archives going back to the mid-1880s

Google News has an option to search over 100 years’ worth of archived news from 
newspapers around the world. 

5. Compare foods using “vs”

Type in “rice vs. quinoa,” for example, and you’ll receive side-by-side comparisons of the 
nutritional facts. 

6. Use “DEFINE:” to learn the meaning of words—slang included

When using a dictionary, type, the word DEFINE followed by the word. For example, ‘DEFINE: 
evolution.’ For words that appear in the dictionary, you’ll be able to see etymology and a graph 
of its use over time alongside the de!nition. This also works for acronyms for example, ‘DEFINE: 
lol’ 

7. Image search

On an image search, select tools then usage rights. This tells you if you can use the images and 
what level of usage you have. 

QUESTIONS 

When might be a good time to use quotes in a search?  

How does an asterisk affect a search? 

Why would you use a minus sign in a search? 

Which search tip to you think is most useful? Explain your answer. 


